Difference in TcB readings between full term newborn infants born vaginally and by cesarean section.
We studied the influence of method of delivery on TcB readings at the forehead and sternum in full term neonates in the first week of life. Our present study demonstrated that TcB readings at the forehead and sternum of the infants delivered by cesarean section were significantly lower than readings from infants delivered vaginally without complications, from day 1 to day 7 of life (p less than 0.05). This is probably due to the decreased placental transfusion at cesarean section. The present study suggests that the degree of placental transfusion or time of cord clamping may be more influential than meconium passage or weight loss on serum bilirubin levels in the first week of life.